                    Resources that Support Service Learning within MPS

Milwaukee Public Schools has a number of school and district based initiatives that would support efforts in service learning:
1. There is a district-wide “Green Team” that is working to get all schools to be more energy efficient, use fewer toxic products, and to recycle.  Toward that end, every school is supposed have a teacher or staff member who is “green.”  Schools can be a rich source of environmental service learning.
The MPS science department has an advisory committee which includes many of the area environmental organizations and science educators.  This group may be a source of student education and project ideas. You can contact the MPS Science/Environmental Education Department at their office number: 414-475-8865. Their fax is 414-475-8277.
2. MPS has a media department that is often able to highlight some of the wonderful projects occurring all over the district.  They may also be able to help you get community media to advertise your project. You can contact the MPS Media Relations & Internal Communications Department at their office number: 414-475-8276. Their fax is 414-475-8430.
3. MPS has an Office on Homelessness that supports students and families that are in need of support. The staff are experts on this issue and may be able to help you with educating students about homelessness and poverty issues in Milwaukee. You can contact this office at 414-475-8911, and their fax is 414-475-8626.
4. The Wellness and Prevention Office coordinates all health prevention and education, drug and alcohol prevention, physical education, and so on.  Many of the programs initiated through this office in schools either have or could have a service learning component.  The staff has a wide variety of programs that students could be trained in to address an issue that they have identified. You can contact the Wellness and Prevention Office at 414-773-9923, and their fax is 414-475-8455.
5. MPS has a Violence Prevention Office that trains teachers and staff in violence prevention strategies.  This office may be of help on anti-violence initiatives. The phone number is 414-212-3134. Their fax is 414-227-2560.
6. MPS has an office that trains staff and (sometimes) students in restorative justice. If you need to contact someone about restorative justice issues, you can call 414-773-9891. 

7. MPS’ Recreation Department coordinates a large number of Community Learning Centers during the school year and in the summer.  These after-school programs can be excellent resources to operate service activities that do not fit in to the school day.  They may also be a resource in finding training for students tutoring other students. The central office contact number is 414-475-8180. Their fax is 414-475-8541.
8. MPS has a grant office that identifies grant opportunities to support programming in MPS.  If you want to be placed on a list for notification of grants, contact Ifama Jackson at 414-475-8260 or jscksoba@milwaukee.k12.wi.us. In addition, they sometimes have grant writing workshops. Furthermore, they coordinate an in-district grant program known as Teacher Excel Grants.
9. MPS has a comprehensive group of curriculum specialists.  They may be helpful in assisting students to understand MPS issues in achievement, how to improve literacy, and other issues. The Education Services Office, which helps manage a lot of the curriculum specialists in the district, can be reached at 414-475-8252.
10. MPS has a variety of pupil personnel (support staff), including school social workers, guidance counselors, school nurses and school psychologists. This group may be able to be tapped to educate students on a wide variety of issues facing MPS students and their families.

